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CSV Open Minds Mediabox


Guidelines for Applicants
What is Mediabox?

CSV is running the Open Minds Mediabox grant programme in partnership with First Light Movies Ltd as part of Mediabox.

Mediabox is a fund that offers disadvantaged 13- to 19-year-olds the opportunity to develop and produce creative media projects, using film, television, print, radio, games, interactive or online platforms. Mediabox enables young people to express their own opinions, ideas and views, to gain new skills, to be creative, boost their personal development and get their voices heard. Mediabox also wants to improve the portrayal of young people in the media. 
For general information about Mediabox, other funding available and projects it has supported so far, log on to the website – www.media-box.co.uk.  

Please note:  Mediabox funding is only available in England. Projects in schools or colleges must not be a part of any course or the National Curriculum.

The vision for Mediabox

· To enable the voices of young people to be heard in ways which bring positive changes to their lives and to the lives of their peers and communities. 

· To achieve this by supporting innovative and high-quality community-based media projects that target disadvantaged young people and empower them to shape the nature of their activities.

What we hope this grant will give young people
These are the changes that are expected as a result of Mediabox funding. Your application should show us how you will seek to achieve these goals with your project.
· Young People from disadvantaged background will gain knowledge, skills and confidence allowing them to identify, plan, participate in and lead creative media projects.

· Young people from disadvantaged backgrounds will be better able to lead creative media projects.

· Diverse audiences will have negative stereotypes dispelled by gaining new insights and understandings of Young People from disadvantaged backgrounds.

· Through project activity and the media produced, diverse members of communities will better understand and appreciate one another.

· More young people will gain lifelong skills through high-quality media production experience.

· There will be more positive images and voices of young people in the media.

· There will be more opportunities for  young people to engage with each other, their local community and so become better citizens.
What ‘media’ can I use?

Print

· Magazines

· Comics

· Illustrated books

· Newspapers (journalism, features, etc.)

· Photojournalism 

· Advertising campaigns 

Interactive Media and Games

· Development of interactive games for any platform

· Interactive CD Roms

· Advertising campaigns

Radio

· Making speech-based programmes or podcasts in all genres including drama, documentary, news and features

· Advertising campaigns
· Setting up an RSL or online community station to showcase work
Film and Television
· Short films up to 5 minutes in length (any genre, documentary, live action, drama, animation) 

· TV programmes

· Feature films (any genre, documentary, live action, drama, animation) up to 5 minutes

· Advertising campaigns

Digital Media

· Creative photography

· Digital imagery

· Advertising campaigns

How will the grant be managed?

Open Minds Mediabox fund will support disadvantaged young people aged between 13 and 19 in England. CSV has a Community Outreach Manager in each area based at a BBC local radio station. They will be assessing applications in nine regions:

East
East Midlands
London
South East
South West
North East
North West
West Midlands
Yorkshire and Humberside
We will also provide a panel of young people in each of these regions to assess your application and to give you ongoing support throughout the successful projects. If you are successful in getting a grant we will also seek to put you in touch with appropriate professional mentors for your type of project to ensure that you have the support you need.
How much can I apply for?

You can apply for between £500 and £1,000 for your project. Your project must start in June 2009 and be ready to be showcased by early August 2009. 

If you are successful we will send you a grant offer letter with the terms of your grant in. You will sign this and send it back. We will then release 60 per cent of the grant to enable you to buy materials, appoint professional help and run your project. You must keep all receipts and invoices to show us for your final report.
When you have finished your project in August you will have to complete a Final Report and send it to us with your claim for the final 40 per cent of the money and receipts. Please also send us your completed project. If you have done what you said you would do we will pay you the final installment at the beginning of September 2009. No payments can be made after this.
What will Open Minds Mediabox support?

Your project must be:

· Youth-led – you and your friends must be aged 13 to 19 and the project should be something you want to do. You should ask for professional help, supported by the grant, to help you learn new skills and make a polished product.

· Issue-based - all projects must address or be inspired by real issues and personal stories that you have identified. Most projects should be factual (documentary, campaign or reportage formats), but these must be engaging and presented creatively.  We are not looking for a series of ‘talking heads’. Fictional treatments of real issues (such as a TV soap) can be funded but only where there is a clear reason for producing a dramatic format and where real issues are at the very heart of idea development, production and presentation. Don’t forget that an ‘issue’ is not necessarily a ‘problem’ and that you may choose to highlight things in your community that you are proud of.

· Compliant - it is essential that projects respect copyright and intellectual property, broadcast standards and compliance (‘rights issues’) so that the finished project can be broadcast, exhibited or published legally and responsibly. Have a look at OfCom’s codes (http://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv/ifi/codes/bcode/) and the Mediabox website.  

· Good quality finished projects will be given extra support to get national profile and distribution. 

Who should apply?

We are particularly keen to receive applications from young people who need help to improve their life chances and choices. You might consider yourself to be in one or more of these groups:
· Young people excluded or at risk of exclusion from mainstream education

· Young people not in education, training or employment (NEET)

· Young people with disabilities or mental health issues

· Young parents 
· Young carers

· Young homeless

· Young people within the youth justice system

· Young asylum seekers or refugees

· Young people from BME communities

· Looked after young people and care leavers

· Young people from areas defined by the Government’s indices of deprivation as economically disadvantaged (for information, log on to: http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/neighbourhoodrenewal/deprivation/deprivation07)

· Young people with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities who are up to the age of 25.   
What we cannot fund

· Purely promotional work about an organisation and its functions for marketing purposes (including websites, flyers, advertising materials, video etc.)

· Applications for equipment purchases
· Writing or publishing novels

· Straight recordings of live performance (including plays, music etc.)

· Training videos

· Music Projects (including music demos, albums, singles, lyric writing, concerts, music workshops etc) 

· Projects that take place in school during school time or as part of the National Curriculum or a college course

· Anyone living outside of England (ie Wales, Scotland, Ireland)

· Anything which takes place after the end of September 2009
Monitoring and Evaluation

As part of the grant we will ask you to monitor and evaluate your project.  This will be quite simple and straightforward but you must complete this in order to get your second payment. 
Distribution and exhibition

You are expected to think at the outset of your project about who your audience is and where you will showcase your project. Open Minds Mediabox will give you support and guidance on how and where to display your project depending on the medium you choose. 
Legacy

We hope that by taking part in this project you will acquire new skills, get some professional careers advice, have learnt something which you can use in your general education and have a better idea what the world of work is looking for. We also hope that your project will highlight issues that will benefit your local community and help people work together.
Completing your application
You must fill out the Open Minds Application Form and sign it yourself. You must find an adult to sign the form as well, who must be someone who knows you well but who is not related to you. This could be a teacher, youth worker or person in a similar position. We cannot accept any application that is not signed by both people.
Please send two signed hard copies in the post to 
CSV Open Minds Mediabox

237 Pentonville Road

London N1 9NJ

The closing date is 5pm on Friday 29th May 2009. 

You may send your application form in as a Word attachment by email to nschmiedefeld@csv.org.uk but you must put two copies of the signed forms in the post to arrive no later than 1st June.

How will the applications be assessed?

Your application will be assessed by CSV’s Community Outreach Managers and a small panel of young people drawn from the area. They will look at what you are proposing and assess whether they think you will be able to carry it out with the time and budget you have suggested. They will also check it against the criteria set out in these guidelines. 
We are also looking to fund a variety of media in each area and this will play a part in the assessment procedure.

Successful applicants will be informed by Monday 8th June. Please ensure that we have a working telephone number for you or your parents/carers on your application. If you do not hear from us your application will not have been successful. We will not be writing to unsuccessful applicants. 

What happens if my application is successful? 

CSV will send you a letter informing you that you have been made an offer of funding: this will be your funding agreement. The funding agreement will specify the terms and conditions of your grant, which will include a payment schedule, details of the reporting and evaluation that you need to undertake, what you need to deliver and any other requirements which are part of your grant. 

You will need to read the funding agreement carefully to ensure that you are willing and able to meet all of the requirements detailed. You will need to sign and return one copy of the funding agreement to CSV Open Minds Mediabox along with the finance claim. You will then receive payment of 60 per cent of your grant. The final instalment of 40% will be paid on completion of your project. 
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